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Engage your students like never 
before with critical thinking questions 

for each chapter of the book.

CRITICAL THINKING 
RESOURCE FOR...

A

Where the Red 
Fern Grows
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Increase rigor in your classroom while developing an exciting, 
more meaningful relationship with a well-loved piece of literature!

This critical thinking resource is a unique novel study guide for Wilson Rawls’s, Where the 
Red Fern Grows.  This set of chapter companions was designed to meet an important 
need in the classroom; novel companions and/or resources that push students to think 
beyond the basics and more deeply engage with the text.  In this guide you will find a 
graphic organizer for each chapter in the book. Each organizer focuses on 4 of 11 
critical thinking elements (Big Ideas, Rules, Trends, Patterns, Language of the Discipline, 
Ethics, Relationships Over Time, Details, Unanswered Questions, Across Disciplines, and 
Multiple Perspectives). There is also a “Core Question”, which draws on information from 
the 4 critical thinking elements of the graphic organizer.

The questions on each chapter companion are designed to encourage higher level 
thinking skills and more complex interactions with the text than traditional novel units 
typically provide.  Students also learn to support responses with evidence from the text, 
even in the case of contradictory opinions.

These graphic organizers are aligned with the “K-12 Common Core Anchor Standards 
for Reading” and are perfect for providing more complex literary analysis for GATE 
students, while also allowing students of different ability levels to further develop their 
critical thinking skills.  

The graphic organizers in this unit can easily be used in a variety of different ways:
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As post chapter individual literary response activity and/or assessment

As a base for jigsaw groups- each group member from a “home base” group 
meets with an “expert” group to discuss/answer one of the four questions.  They 
then return to their “home” group and lead a discussion utilizing the information 
they gathered.  The home group then works together to discuss/answer the “core 
question”.

As a foundation for literature group discussions- the graphic organizers help guide 
the discussion and provide the group with clear defined objectives

As a scaffolded literary response activity-  the organizers for certain chapters can 
easily be used to assist your students in writing an in-depth literary response piece. 
The four questions can be answered with support and thoroughly discussed.  The 
students can then use that information as a source/pre-write for developing a 
longer written response for the “Core Question”. 

As a “think-pair-share” activity- Students meet with a different partner to 
discuss/answer each of the four questions. They then work by themselves or with 
another partner to complete the “Core Question”.
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Where the Red Fern Grows: Chapter 1 Name: Date: 

RELATE
OVER TIME

DETAILS

BIG IDEA PATTERNS

Revisit the detailed description the narrator 
gives about the cups on his mantel.  Are 
these details important?  Why or why not?

The chapters in this book are only 
numbered.  If you were to give a title to 
this chapter, what would it be? Explain 
your answer.  

Chapter 1 ends with “Piece by piece 
the story unfolded.”  What predictions 
can you make about the story this man 
begins to recall?

What era do you think Chapter 1 
takes place in? What other references 
to time are made in this chapter?  

Think about all the information you have collected 
above.  What conclusions can you draw about 
the narrator?   
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Where the Red Fern Grows: Chapter 2 Name: Date: 

LANGUAGE OF
THE DISCIPLINE

RULES

ETHICS
RELATE

OVER TIME

What are the methods that Billy’s family uses 
to help him with the “terrible disease” he was 
“infected” with? 

Billy’s parents face quite a dilemma when 
trying to help him.  One of their solutions 
was to buy him steel traps. Do you think 
they are good parents?

What clues stand out that tell you that 
this story takes place in a different Era?  
What is the Era?

There are a lot of unfamiliar 
words in Chapter 2.  Which ones 
do you think are important to 
know? What are their meanings?  

Explain how the details above helped you gain 
a better understanding of the story’s setting 
(time and place)?    
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Where the Red Fern Grows: Chapter 3 Name: Date: 

TRENDSMULTIPLE
PERSPECTIVES

DETAILS
RELATE

OVER TIME

Imagine that you overhear Billy’s 
Grandpa talking about his 
grandson.  What are some 
things you might hear?

Which of Billy’s many steps towards solving 
his problem do you think are most effective?

If Billy lived in the present, would he be 
able to solve his problem with the steps 
outlined in this chapter? If not, what 
changes would need to be made?

Billy’s attitude seems to take a change in 
chapter 3.  What change did you notice? 
What influences cause this change?  

In this chapter we see a change beginning within 
Billy.  Review the information you have collected 
above then explain what “sparks” this change and 
the events that follow.
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Where the Red Fern Grows: Chapter 4 Name: Date: 

TRENDSRULES

BIG IDEA
UNANSWERED

QUESTIONS

Based on the townspeople’s reactions to Billy, 
what rules or values do you think they have?

How would you summarize Billy’s 
experience in Tahlequah?

What characteristics of human 
behavior can you identify from 
this chapter?

How could you update the characters in 
this chapter so they fit in the current style or 
fad?  

In this chapter we see two almost opposite 
cultures collide.  Use some of the information 
above to outline the differences of “Billy’s world” 
and Tahlequah.
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Where the Red Fern Grows: Chapter 5 Name: Date: 

TRENDSETHICS

PATTERNS
ACROSS

DISCIPLINES

What prejudices are revealed in this 
chapter?  Give a specific example.

How does the author depict males 
and females in this chapter?

If you were the book’s illustrator, what 
image would you create for this 
chapter?

Do any of the events that take place while 
Billy is in town remind you of a current event 
topic?  

What similarities can you find between the events 
of this chapter to events that take place today?
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Where the Red Fern Grows: Chapter 6 Name: Date: 

DETAILSBIG IDEA

PATTERNS
RELATE

OVER TIME

Provide a summary of this chapter in 
exactly three sentences.

Review Billy’s parents’ reactions when 
he says he dislikes the town.  What 
predictions can you make about 
future series of events? 

What changes take place with Billy in 
this chapter?

What information could the author have 
left out that would not have changed the 
chapter?  

Billy is home and has his dogs! What are some of 
the main factors that have made this possible?
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Where the Red Fern Grows: Chapter 7 Name: Date: 

RULESUNANSWERED
QUESTIONS

MULTIPLE
PERSPECTIVES BIG IDEA

Why do you think the author 
chose to write about Billy and his 
attempts to catch a raccoon? 

How would this chapter be 
different if Billy’s mother told it? 

What was the theme of this chapter (e.g. 
courage, love…etc)? Explain your answer.

In your own words, explain Grandpa’s trap 
that Billy used to catch a raccoon.  

Billy seems to experience a wide range of 
emotions in this chapter.  Give some examples of 
seemingly opposite feelings that he experiences 
with in Chapter 7?
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Where the Red Fern Grows: Chapter 8 Name: Date: 

RULESLANGUAGE OF
THE DISCIPLINE

ETHICS
RELATE

OVER TIME

How does the author effectively 
use descriptive words and 
phrases?  Share an example 
from this chapter. 

Billy made a promise that he feels he must 
keep. Do you think that it is always right to 
keep your promises?

How would your advice to Billy have 
changed after reading this chapter? 

What series of events lead to the major 
problem that Billy must resolve in this chapter?  

What ideas and/or activities led to Billy’s major 
problem in chapter 8?  What ideas and/or events 
will need to take place for him to find a resolution? 
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Where the Red Fern Grows: Chapter 9 Name: Date: 

TRENDSPATTERNS

ETHICS
ACROSS

DISCIPLINES

Billy has accomplished his goals of 
getting his dogs and hunting his first 
coon.  Make a prediction as to what 
Billy’s new goals might be as the story 
continues. 

Billy’s most obvious dilemma in this section 
was catching the coon.  What other 
dilemmas did Billy face in this chapter? 

If you were able to read Billy’s diary 
after his experiences in this chapter, 
what might you learn? 

In this chapter Billy faces a personal struggle. 
What influences could Billy’s actions in this 
chapter have on your peer group?

Explain how Billy’s experiences in this chapter are 
similar to a situation that has occurred in your own 
life.  Provide evidence to support this comparison. 
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Where the Red Fern Grows: Chapter 10 Name: Date: 

RELATE
OVER TIME

DETAILS

TRENDS
MULTIPLE

PERSPECTIVES

What details does the author include to help 
you better understand the personality 
differences between Big Dan and Little Ann?

The forest plays a significant role in this story.  
How does the setting impact this chapter?

A particular coon hunt takes 
place in which Old Dan is “treed.”  
Describe this same event from the 
multiple perspectives of Little Ann 
and the coon.

Billy has become fixated on one 
objective –hunting with his dogs. How 
does this relate to the Billy we knew in 
the previous chapters of the book?

Using some of the information collected above, 
explain how the setting and Billy’s personality traits 
combine to form the foundation of this story? 
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Where the Red Fern Grows: Chapter 11 Name: Date: 

DETAILSBIG IDEA

PATTERNS
RELATE

OVER TIME

What might be an appropriate title for this 
chapter? Explain your answer.

Describe any patterns you see in the 
relationship between Billy and his dogs.

What important changes in the setting 
(time, weather, place, etc.) occurred in 
this chapter?

Describe how Billy works to resolve the main 
issue that arises in this chapter.

Use the information above to help you identify the 
climax of this chapter. Sequence the details from 
the chapter that came together to form this part 
of the story. 
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Where the Red Fern Grows: Chapter 12 Name: Date: 

RELATE
OVER TIME

ETHICS

LANGUAGE OF
THE DISCIPLINE RULES

Billy decided not to tell his parents about the 
bet with the Pritchard boys.  Explain why you 
believe Billy did or did not make the right 
choice.

What techniques did the author 
use (e.g., descriptive words and 
style) to try and make you 
dislike the Pritchard boys?

Were Grandpa’s actions in this chapter what 
you expected? Explain your answer.

Find evidence from the author’s 
description of the Pritchard boys that 
differentiates between fact and 
opinion.

It is clear, in the beginning of the chapter, Billy 
and his grandfather are leery of the Pritchard 
boys, yet they still accept their bet.  What factors 
contributed to Billy agreeing to the deal?
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Where the Red Fern Grows: Chapter 13 Name: Date: 

RELATE
OVER TIME

DETAILS

TRENDS
MULTIPLE

PERSPECTIVES

What specific events, detailed in this 
chapter, distinguish this coon hunt from 
Billy’s other hunting adventures?

What ongoing factors in this story led to 
Rubin’s death?

Describe how this chapter would 
have been different if told from 
the perspective of Raine.

How did your feelings about Rubin 
change from the beginning of the 
chapter to the end?

Billy experiences a wide variety of emotions in this 
chapter.  Describe the different emotions he felt 
and what the causes were for each of these 
changes in mood.
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Where the Red Fern Grows: Chapter 14 Name: Date: 

ACROSS
DISCIPLINES

PATTERNS

ETHICS TRENDS

Describe the different patterns you see 
in Billy’s relationship with his 
Grandfather. 

Billy returns to hunting very quickly after 
Rubin’s death.  Justify why his behavior is or is 
not appropriate, considering what he just 
experienced.

Billy’s relationship with his parents has started 
to change. What change have you 
noticed? What influences cause this 
change?  

Billy is about to take part in a large 
hunting competition, in which most of 
the participants are adults that have 
been hunting for much longer than 
him.  Connect this to something you 

have read or experienced in your own life. 

Certain patterns have emerged in Billy’s hunting 
experiences with his dogs.  Identify these patterns, 
and use them to make a prediction about what 
parallels might occur during the hunting 
competition.
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Where the Red Fern Grows: Chapter 15 Name: Date: 

TRENDSRULES

MULTIPLE
PERSPECTIVES BIG IDEA

What is the significance of Billy being offered 
coffee in this chapter? What family rules can 
you infer based on this?

Imagine that you are a wealthy 
hunter at camp watching Billy 
and his dogs arrive.  Describe 
what you see.

What seems to be the author’s main focus 
in this chapter?

Billy takes careful note of all the other people 
and dogs at camp? What does he notice 
and what effect does it have on him?

Billy seems to be in a constant state of comparison 
and doubt in this chapter.  Give some examples of 
him comparing himself to others.  Also, provide 
examples of when he shows doubt and when he 
shows confidence.
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Where the Red Fern Grows: Chapter 16 Name: Date: 

DETAILSRELATE
OVER TIME

PATTERNS BIG IDEA

How does Billy change in this chapter 
compared to the previous chapter?

Describe the interactions between Billy 
and the other adults in this chapter.

Explain one idea that weaves through this 
chapter?

What details does the author provide 
about Grandpa in this chapter?  Why do 
you think the author included these?

In this chapter, Billy seems to be very confident 
and comfortable.   What elements does the 
author provide to support this?

© M. Tallman 2013 • www.GotToTeach.com

Co
re

 Q
u
es
ti
on



taco tico sbr miafozzle

Where the Red Fern Grows: Chapter 17 Name: Date: 

RELATE
OVER TIME

ETHICS

LANGUAGE OF
THE DISCIPLINE RULES

Billy insists on heading into the storm to look 
for his dogs even though it might place 
human lives in danger.  Is this a good 
decision?

How did the author create 
interest within this chapter in a 
way that makes you want to 
continue reading?

Revisit the actions of the characters in this 
chapter.  Were these actions what you 
expected?  Explain your answer.

What were some changes in the 
setting (time, weather, place, etc.) 
that took place in this chapter?

Billy finds himself in a risky situation in chapter 17.  
Describe the events that impact Billy and the 
adults with him.  Then rank the events in order from 
most difficult to least difficult.
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Where the Red Fern Grows: Chapter 18 Name: Date: 

TRENDSUNANSWERED
QUESTIONS

MULTIPLE
PERSPECTIVES BIG IDEA

Billy is a bit puzzled when he sees 
his mom bring food to his dogs.  
What are some of his unanswered 
questions?  What unanswered 
questions do you have?

What role do the adults play in 
this chapter? 

Revisit the part of this chapter that talks 
about love vs. loyalty.  Which words would 
you use to describe these dogs?  Explain 
your answer.

What trends do you notice in this chapter 
that you have seen in previous parts in this 
book?  

Look back at this chapter and create a list of 
relevant (important) and irrelevant (unimportant) 
details.
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Where the Red Fern Grows: Chapter 19 Name: Date: 

TRENDSPATTERNS

ETHICS
ACROSS

DISCIPLINES

What patterns reoccur in this chapter 
that have been present in previous 
chapters in this book?

What does the author mean by, “There is a 
little good in all evil?”  Use examples from 
the text to support you answer.

What advice might a counselor give 
Billy in this chapter?

Do the events in this story remind you of 
another story you know?  What 
connections can you make?

Billy suffers a great loss in Chapter 19.  Compare 
and contrast his loss with one from your personal 
life or with one that you have read about in 
another book.
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Where the Red Fern Grows: Chapter 20 Name: Date: 

RELATE
OVER TIME

DETAILS

TRENDS
MULTIPLE

PERSPECTIVES

What are some of the many details that 
the author includes in this chapter?  Why 
are these details important?

What do you think life will be like for Billy 
after this chapter?

Do you think your friend would 
enjoy the events of this chapter? 
Explain your answer.

How does Billy change from chapter 
19 to chapter 20?

A major change seems to begin taking place 
within Billy and his family in this chapter? Describe 
any changes you noticed and what factors led to 
these changes.
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Vocabulary Resources:

Hands-on Math tiles:

daily language reviews (grades 3-8):

daily Math reviews (grades 3-6): sign up for my
newsletter:

@

http://www.gottoteach.com
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Got-To-Teach
https://www.facebook.com/gotto.teach
https://www.instagram.com/gottoteach/
https://www.bloglovin.com/people/gottoteach-5136905
mailto:gottoteach@icloud.com
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Got-To-Teach/Category/Greek-and-Latin-Word-Work
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Got-To-Teach/Category/Math-Tiles
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Got-To-Teach/Category/5-A-Day-Language-Reviews
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Got-To-Teach/Category/5-A-Day-Math-Reviews
http://eepurl.com/bGaowP



